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SOCIAL VULNERABILITY

PARKS AND SOCIAL VULNERABILITY

PARK & OPEN SPACE, CLASSIFICATIONS/ FACILITY GUIDELINES
MINI-PARK
also sometimes referred to as a “tot lot” or “pocket park” typically located on a small lot, generally a ¼ acre or
less, within a residential neighborhood or commercial business district. Mini-parks generally lack any active
recreational facilities and may be limited to gardens, benches, gazebos, fountains, or other small social
gathering facilities. Mini-parks typically do not have off street parking or restroom facilities. Over time they may
develop into neighborhood playgrounds.
NEIGHBORHOOD PLAYGROUNDS
A neighborhood playground mainly serves the active recreational needs of children from 5 to 15 years of age,
and it may offer passive recreation opportunities to adults. Neighborhood playgrounds typically consist of one
or more playground apparatus, small green space/general purpose fields, and associated benches. Some
neighborhood playgrounds may develop over time to include additional amenities to become neighborhood
parks. Neighborhood playgrounds typically do not have off-street parking, shelters, or restroom facilities.
COMMUNITY PLAYFIELDS
the community playfield provides for the active recreational needs of several neighborhoods. It provides more
unique facilities than a neighborhood park but less facilities as compared to a community park. Examples
include parks designed specifically for court games (tennis, basketball, pickleball, etc.), Field games (soccer,
football, ultimate frisbee) or ball games (softball, baseball). A community playfield might adjoin a public junior
or senior high school. Community playfields usually include off-street parking for vehicles and bicycles,
concessions and restroom facilities.

Facility and Size

Acres / 1,000 population

Distance

Mini-park
(1 acre or less)

0.25 to 0.5 acres

¼ mile radius

Neighborhood Playgrounds
(1-5 acres)

0.5 to 1.5 acres

½ mile radius

Community Playfields
(More than 5 acres)

5.0 to 8.0 acres

I mile radius

http://www.waunakee.com/DocumentCenter/View/3815/11-Appendix-BClassifications-and-Facility-Guidelinespdf
Waunakee, Wisconsin

POPULATION AND PARKS

TWO-STEP PROCESS:
Proximity and Population Size
1.

Is the proposed project within the service area of a
mini-park, neighborhood playground, or a
community playfield?

2.

If yes, how many people are these facilities currently
servicing?

3.

If service population threshold has been reached,
developer must provide new facility (mini park or
neighborhood playground) or pay a fee of ### to
improve existing facility.

4.

If not in service area, developer must provide minipark and/or neighborhood playground. May
contribute fee of ### for community playfield.

ADDITIONAL APPLIED STANDARDS

Based on the code standards above, the Department shall evaluate the proposed
project for the provision of onsite recreation space, if any, the existence of acceptable
offsite recreation space, if any, and any fees-in-lieu due in accordance with the code
and the applicable fee schedule. To determine adequacy of offsite recreation space,
the Department’s criteria include:
--the recreational facility is open 24 hours per day, 7 days per week.
--sidewalks are not included as recreational space.
--the facilities have adequate public access and linkages via streets or sidewalks within
the acceptable radius, and there are no known hazards or safety concerns with the
spaces.
All fees in lieu collected pursuant to this regulation shall be used to address impacts
within the city through the purchase of land, development of land, and/or
improvement of facilities in accordance with the capital improvement program and
the Parks and Recreation Chapter of the Annapolis comprehensive plan.
Currently, Fee-in-lieu is calculated by taking:
(Total Public Space Required) minus (Total Public Space provided) = Remaining
Requirement ((square feet/500 sq. ft.) = Units)).
Fee is Remaining Requirement in units * $250/unit

NEXT STEPS

Refine and discuss with Council 2/11/2021

