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April 19,2017

Ms. Kristin Ward
McCrone, Inc.

20 Ridgely Avenue
Suite 201

Annapolis, MD 21401

RE: Environmental Review for 937 Spa Road, City of Annapolis Department of Public Works - Spa
Road Facilities, redevelopment, Anne Arundel County, Maryland.

Dear Ms. Ward:

The Wildlife and Heritage Service has determined that there are no official State or Federal records for listed
plant or animal species within the delineated area shown on the map provided. We would like to point out,
however, that our remote analysis suggests that the forested are on this property contains Forest Interior
Dwelling Bird habitat. Populations of many bird species which depend on this type of forested habitat are
declining in Maryland and throughout the eastern United States. The conservation of this habitat is mandated
within the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area and must be addressed by the project plan. Specifically, if FIDS habitat
is present, the following guidelines should be incorporated into the project plan (as applicable):

1. Restrict development to nonforested areas.
2. If forest loss or disturbance is unavoidable, concentrate or restrict development to the following areas:
a. the perimeter of the forest (i.e., within 300 feet of existing forest edge)

b. thin strips of upland forest less than 300 feet wide
c. small, isolated forests less than 50 acres in size
d. portions of the forest with low quality FIDS habitat, (i.e., areas that are already heavily
fragmented, relatively young, exhibit low structural diversity, etc.)
3. Maximize the amount if forest “interior” (forest area >300 feet from the forest edge) within each
forest tract (i.e., minimize the forest edge:area ratio). Circular forest tracts are ideal and square tracts
are better than rectangular or long, linear forests.

4, Minimize forest isolation. Generally, forests that are adjacent, close to, or connected to other forests
provide higher quality FIDS habitat than more isolated forests.
5. Limit forest removal to the “footprint” of houses and to that which is necessary for the placement of

roads and driveways.

6. Minimize the number and length of driveways and roads.

7. Roads and driveways should be as narrow and as short as possible; preferably less than 25 and 15
feet, respectively

8. Maintain forest canopy closure over roads and driveways.

9. Maintain forest habitat up to the edges of roads and driveways; do not create or maintain mowed
grassy berms.

10.  Maintain or create wildlife corridors.
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Do not remove or disturb forest habitat during April-August, the breeding season for most FIDS.
This seasonal restriction may be expanded to February-August if certain early nesting FIDS (e.g.,
Barred Owl) are present.

Landscape homes with native trees, shrubs and other plants and/or encourage homeowners to do so.
Encourage homeowners to keep pet cats indoors or, if taken outside, kept on a leash or inside a
fenced area.

In forested areas reserved from development, promote the development of a diverse forest understory
by removing livestock from forested areas and controlling white-tailed deer populations. Do not
mow the forest understory or remove woody debris and snags.

Afforestation efforts should target a) riparian or streamside areas that lack woody vegetative buffers,
b) forested riparian areas less than 300 feet wide, and c) gaps or peninsulas of nonforested habitat
within or adjacent to existing FIDS habitat.

The Critical Area Commission’s document “A Guide to the Conservation of Forest Interior Dwelling Birds in
the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area” provides details on development standards and information about mitigation
for projects where impacts to FIDS habitat cannot be totally avoided. Mitigation plantings for impacts to FIDS
habitat may be required under the local government’s Critical Area Program. The amount of mitigation required
is generally based in whether the guidelines listed above are followed.

Please be sure to let us know if the limits of proposed disturbance or overall site boundaries change and we will
provide you with an updated evaluation. Thank you for allowing us the opportunity to review this project. If
you should have any further questions regarding this information, please contact me at (410) 260-8573.

Sincerely,
Lori A. Byrne,

Environmental Review Coordinator
Wildlife and Heritage Service
MD Dept. of Natural Resources
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