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Annapolis Transportation Board Meeting Minutes
July 20, 2020

The Regular Meeting of the Annapolis Transportation Board (ATB) was held 7 PM Monday July 
20, 2020 online via Zoom.  A video recording of the meeting is posted at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fVqUPxy9SEM

Present:  Members Kurt Riegel (Chair), Beth Dolezal (Vice Chair), Cara Fleck Plewinski, 
Thomas R. Rekus, David DiQuinzio, and Zoe Johnson; City Staff Kwaku Agyemang-Duah 
(Deputy Director Department of Transportation), Ashley Leonard, (Office of Law) and 
Alderwoman Elly Tierney. Public participants/viewers included Charles Brooks, Elvia Thompson
and Craig Harrison.

The meeting was called to order.

The Chair noted that the confirmations to the ATB for Mr. Brooks and Ms. Thompson are still 
pending. Alderwoman Tierney noted that appointments to various boards have paused for a 
variety of reasons, though she is pushing to get these individuals on the ATB as soon as 
practical.

After the agenda was approved, the Chair opened the floor to comments by the public during 
which Ms. Thompson promoted her advocacy for Electric Vehicles (EV) which stimulated some 
discussion on EV charging, the locations of chargers, pricing and parking in EV spots by non 
EVs.

Craig Harrison briefed the ATB on EV transportation in Annapolis.  Mr. Harrison operates a 
small fleet of five (5) person electric vehicles to provide patrons tours and transportation in and 
around the City of Annapolis. Cara Plewinski inquired about winter use of the vehicles and 
learned that doors are attached, and the vehicles are heated.  Dave DiQuinzio, opined that 
Annapolis could be a showcase for all electric transportation and advancements in battery 
technology have increased the range for the vehicles.  Mr. Harrison described this mode of 
transportation as a “win, win for everybody”. His handout is appended to these minutes.

Moving on to regular business the ATB in keeping with the practice of other Boards and 
Commissions decided  not to meet in August though members are expected to continue working 
on their priority issues and interest areas.

Kurt Riegel informed the group that he been appointed to Anne Arundel County Bicycle Advisory
Commission. He has also been appointed to the Chesapeake Bay Bridge Reconstruction 
Advisory Group where he wants to be an advocate for surge pricing. Beth Dolezal shared that 
surge pricing was tried in the past and failed. She suggested that better signage instructing 
motorist to remain on Route 50 should be pursued.
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Zoe Johnson informed the ATB that the Naval Academy has been working with the City of 
Annapolis on grant funding for resiliency issues.  One project is for some traffic signal upgrades 
for the corridors out of the City.

City ordinances in various stages of the legislative process were discussed: O-7-20, Designated
Loading Zones was not enacted in favor of the City addressing its intent administratively. O-28-
20, Parking Permit Display is moving forward. O-14-20, parking spaces for EVs passed.

In other legislative matters Dave DiQuinzio reported that he had a Zoom call with State 
Legislator Dana Jones who will be taking a seat on the Maryland Transit Caucus. With regard to
the ATB’s resolution to the City that the City adopt the National Association of City 
Transportation Officials principles described in Blueprint for Autonomous Urbanism the next step
is for the City Council to write a resolution that the Council can act on. Where that action is with 
the Council is unknown.

Next the ATB considered an informed analysis prepared by Tom Rekus of facts relating to 
transportation matters affecting the City. This analysis looked at certain adjudications for 
residential parking conducted under the Residential Parking Program. Mr. Rekus had provided 
background information to the ATB at its June meeting and distributed the analysis to the ATB 
prior to this meeting. 

After consideration of the findings, the ATB voted (DiQuinzio, Johnson, Riegel and Rekus in 
favor; Dolezal and Plewinski abstain) to move the recommendations forward. Tom Rekus will 
prepare a communication to the appropriate City officials.

Lastly, Kwaku Agyemang-Duah provided highlights from the Department of Transportation’s 
monthly report.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:43 PM.

SUBMITTED BY Thomas R. Rekus, pro tempore pending assignment of City Staff as Board 
secretary.
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Among the duties of the Annapolis Transportation Board (ATB) is one to provide informed analysis of the facts 

relating to transportation matters affecting the City. 

Several i  ii  iii  instances have come to the ATB’s attention where the applicant for and recipient of residential 

parking privileges may not have been “a bona fide resident of the district for which application has been made” as

specified in the Annapolis Municipal Code 12.32.080 B iv.  The adjudications seem to have been made with a very 

broad discretionary interpretation of the Code brought about by confusion over perceived ambiguous language in 

the Code.

ATB FINDING: Because Ordinance 26-19v now distinguishes between rental licenses for standard rentals and 

short-term rentals, we have found that some City staff and/or their agents believe that the rental license referred 

to in 12.32.090 A.3 must now be specified as standard rental operating license. vi

Though the City Council could clarify this perceived ambiguity by legislation, we do not find that is necessary since 

the City already distinguishes the different licenses in their physical forms. We believe that the Rental Unit 

Operating License (REN) issued today is the equivalent of the standard rental operating license and is one 

required under 12.32.090 A.3.

ATB FINDING: There is also confusion about what type of leasevii viii is required to establish residency and the 

length of the leasehold tenancy.ix

We do not believe it is necessary to characterize the lease or further legislate the leasehold tenancy.  We believe 

that Section 18.04.010 B of the current code which regulates Landlord and Tenant relations already establishes a 

lease’s character and leasehold tenancy where it says "All leases or agreements for the occupancy of a dwelling 

unit for which an operating license is required under Section 17.44.010 of this code shall be offered, in written 

form, for a minimum initial term of one year to be accepted at the prospective tenant's option, unless a 

reasonable cause exists for offering an initial term of less than one year." 

Furthermore, we agree with the position articulated by the City Manager in December, 2019 that “a short-term 

renter would not be a resident.”x

ATB RECOMMENDATION: That City staff and their agents performing residential parking adjudications ensure 

that be mindful:

 that a short-term renter would not be a resident;

 that adjudications of residential parking privileges granted under 12.32.090 A.3  be based on the currently

issued REN rental unit operating license;

 and that leases submitted conform with the provisions set forth in the Code 18.04.010 B .
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i The first is City of Annapolis Parking Permit (decal) 698 displayed on a vehicle with Maryland tag House of Delegates 25. This 
permit holder was associated with the property at 3 Wagner Street, Annapolis, MD 21401. In a January 20, 2020 email an 
Annapolis resident of Wagner Street related that their neighbor at 3 Wagner Street rented a Short Term Vacation Rental out 
for 91 days to a legislator who received parking permit 698.  When the resident asked a parking enforcement agent from SP+ 
about the issue, the agent contacted her office who advised, that under the new legislation an applicant can get a resident 
sticker if they have a 91 day lease. In subsequent emails the resident questioned the both the legality and propriety of 
granting this privilege to a legislator. 
When asked about this adjudication City’s Constituent Services Officer & Ombudsman, Office of the Mayor advised that her 
“interest in this issue arose out of sympathy for these temporary residents, not because of their status as legislators. 
(Raftovich to Rekus and Tierney email January 21,2020)

ii The second is RES permit 2000282 displayed on a vehicle with Massachusetts tag 156 KRA.  This permit is associated with 
the property at 45 Cornhill Street. An Annapolis resident of Cornhill street related that 45 Cornhill Street is owned by an out 
of state corporation and one of the corporate principals uses the address to register a car for residential parking so a vehicle 
can be available for the use of their Midshipman daughter. After these allegations were substantiated and presented to the 
City, this permit was invalidated. (Sutherland email to Rekus. Tierney, Gordon, Kemp and Warntz  December 18, 2019. )

However, that decision was overturned by the Director of Transportation after the non-resident made an appeal based on a 
leasing the property to their child and citing that a property rented to a family member would not require any Annapolis 
rental license.  (Warntz to Tierney and Gordon email February 5, 2020.)

iii The third is the residential parking permit associated with 159 Prince George Street.  Like 45 Cornhill Street, 159 Prince 
George Street is owned by an out of state corporation.  A principal of the corporation leased the property to his wife so she 
could register a vehicle co-owned with her midshipman son for residential parking privileges. After this was brought to the 
City’s attention the permit was invalidated. (Sutherland email to Rekus. Tierney, Gordon, Kemp and Warntz  December 18, 
2019. )

iv  Ordinance (O) 4-19, passed on April 29, 2019, amended certain sections of Chapter 12.32 related to parking permits in 
special residential parking districts.  Among other things it modified who is a resident for the purpose of obtaining a 
residential parking permit and the required documentation. Under this ordinance if an applicant is the lessee of residential 
property located in a special residential parking district that is licensed as rental unit, then, the Applicant must submit a copy 
of the lease, and a copy of the current rental unit license.

v O-26-19 passed on January 13, 2020 repealed Chapter 17.44 related to rental unit licenses in its entirety and enacted new 
provisions. Among other things it set forth various types of rental operating licenses.  
One is a standard rental operating license may be applied for and issued for any premises, except for bed and breakfast 
homes, hotels, motels, and inns, rented for occupancy or use pursuant to an agreement, written or oral, where the premises 
is rented for more than ninety days.  Another is a short-term rental operating license may be applied for and issued for any 
premises, except for bed and breakfast homes, hotels, motels, and inns, rented for occupancy or use pursuant to an 
agreement, written or oral. No licensee shall rent a dwelling unit or the entire premises pursuant to a short-term operating 
license for greater than ninety days to any single tenant.

vi “Under 12.32.090 A.3, resident status for a resident parking permit may be established by submitting a copy of the lease 
and a copy of the "current rental unit license."  Unfortunately, this Code section does not distinguish between a rental unit 
license for a short-term rental or long-term rental.”  (Sutherland email to Rekus. Tierney, Gordon, Kemp and Warntz 
December 18, 2019. )

vii “I was confused as to why they could not receive a parking permit as they had both a lease and a rental license, I thought 
that meant they should be able to purchase a residential parking pass for the duration of their lease (not for the remainder of
the year). The part that is up for interpretation is what type of lease is acceptable. This can be interpreted in a number of 
different ways. In the end we looked at the legislation that passed last week that defines"short term" as 90 days or less.” 
(Raftovich to Rekus and Tierney email January 21,2020)
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viii “The RPP customer has provided a copy of the lease, and the owner of property does have a current rental unit license for 
a short-term rental.  However, because a short-term renter would not be a resident, the Director of Transportation has used 
his discretion and made the determination that this customer does not meet the Resident Status requirements in 12.32.090, 
and he has invalidated the RPP.” (Sutherland email to Rekus. Tierney, Gordon, Kemp and Warntz  December 18, 2019.)

ix “I think that the long term solution is legislation that clarifies that Residential Parking Permits require a one year lease.”
(Raftovich to Rekus and Tierney email January 21,2020)

x See Endnote 8 (Sutherland email to Rekus. Tierney, Gordon, Kemp and Warntz  December 18, 2019.)




