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Annapolis Environmental Commission
March 4, 2020

The Annapolis Environmental Commission (AEC) held its regularly scheduled meeting on March 4, 2020, at 
145 Gorman Street in Conference 3.  Chair Buchheister called the meeting to order at 7:02pm.

Members Present: Chair Buchheister, Vice-Chair Giblin, Stephenson, Murphy, O’Leary, Rowel

Members Absent: Turgeon, Bohanan

Staff Present: J. Guild, R. Hodo, S. Smith, Dr. S. Nash

Guest Present: Jeremy Hanson, Alderman Savidge

II. REGULAR BUSINESS BEFORE THE COMMISSION

Chair Buchheister clarified that the AEC will devote this meeting to the Plastic Bag Ban and the OEP 
Legislation.  She added that Vice-Chair Giblin will briefly discuss new tracking procedures for AEC’s 
action items at each meeting. She briefly noted that the Environmental Summit went well and had 
approximately 30 participants. There were great conversations and a lot of public input that she agreed 
to share later in the agenda.

Vice-Chair Giblin said that he and Chair Buchheister discussed tracking the AEC’s action items at 
each meeting and noted the best way to accomplish this is to review the items during the meeting to get
them on paper before adjournment.  The intent is to send each member an email of the items they 
agreed to handle. 

A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

1. February 5, 2020, Meeting Minutes
The AEC deferred voting on the February 5, 2020 meeting minutes to its April 1, 2020 meeting.

B. OLD BUSINESS

1. Plastic Bag Ban
Alderman Savidge informed members that the plastic bag ban legislation will be presented to the Rules 
and Government on Tuesday (March 10, 2020) of the upcoming week.  He reminded the AEC that the 
intent of the legislation is a complete ban on plastic bags from any retailers in the City and paper bags 
would be allowed if they contain 40% recyclable content. There will be a fee on paper bags of 20 cents 
for the larger grocery stores (Grauls, Giant, and Safeway) who are 20,000 square feet or larger.  The 
EMC will be discussing whether to adjust the 20,000 square foot requirement to reduce it or to leave as 
proposed. The purpose of the fee is to drive behavior change and to keep plastic bags out of the water.
Chair Buccheister suggested that Alderman Savidge consider quantifying the environmental benefit of 
the ban. Alderman Savidge noted that the State has removed the fee but is considering allowing 
individual jurisdictions to have a fee. He is considering whether to remove the fee or reduce it in the 
legislation. 
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Chair Buchheister moved that the AEC support the plastic bag ban for at least up to the 10 cent fee for 
cost recovery of the bags for the grocer and a nominal fee for purchasing bags for low-income residents
and also to the City for administrative costs. Ms. Stephenson seconded the motion. The motion passed 
unanimously in a vote of 6-0. 

2. OEP Legislation
Alderman Savidge explained that the OEP Legislation is being withdrawn because the City will be 
exploring another avenue specifically the proposal is to make a Deputy City Manager for Resiliency and
Sustainability. 

3. Earth Day
There was no report.

4. AEC Comprehensive Plan/Environmental Summit
Chair Buchheister updated the AEC on the Environmental Summit held on February 26, 2020, and 
referred to the list of public input/goals that was compiled from this meeting.  The AEC went through the
list to establish top priorities; things to remove and which segment each member would prefer to 
participate in doing research. Alderman Savidge suggested sending some of these 
goals/ recommendations to some of the other groups for consideration.

Dr. Nash announced that the City Council will host a work session on March 19, 2020, at 3:00pm.

Different Meeting Locations
Chair Buchheister suggested as she did last year that the AEC meet in different Ward locations to 
solicit input on environmental concerns as well as items for the Comprehensive Plan from the 
community.

4. Rapid Updates from AEC Liaisons

a. Environmental Matters Commission
Vice-Chair Giblin did not attend the last EMC meeting so he had no report.

b. Annapolis Conservancy Board
There was no report.

c. Port Wardens
There was no report.

d. Comprehensive Plan
This was discussed under agenda item B. #4.

e. Waterway Cabinet
There was no report.

f. Resiliency Workgroup
There was no report.

c. Port Wardens
There was no report.

g. Development Project Tracker
There was no report.
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h. Historic Preservation Commission
There was no report however, Mr. O’Leary agreed to be a part of this group.

i. SRA, Spa Creek Conservancy and Arundel Rivers
There was no report.

IV. NEW BUSINESS

There was none.

B. General Announcements
There was none.

V. ACTION ITEMS

 Mr. Rowel agreed to send the AEC and staff a copy of his white paper on Urban Smart Growth 
in Annapolis 

 AEC members were asked to meet with their Alderperson to determine locations for community 
meetings and to solicit input from the community on the Comprehensive Plan and environmental
issues of concern

 Mr. Rowel agreed to secure a location for the April Meeting
 Mr.  O’Leary agreed to upload the goals/strategies into a Google Doc using Vice-Chair Giblin’s 

template for collaborative efforts with a deadline of two weeks.  Chair Buchheister agreed to 
upload Sections 1-2, Mr. O’Leary agreed to upload Sections 3-4, and Ms. Stephenson agreed to
upload Sections 5-7

 Chair Buchheister will draft the AEC letter on the plastic bag ban.

VI. ADJOURNMENT

With there being no further business, Mr. Murphy moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:16 pm.
Ms. Stephenson seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously in a vote of 7-0.

The next AEC meeting is Wednesday, April 1, 2020, at 7:00 pm at 145 Gorman Street. 

Tami Hook, Recorder




