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Annapolis Environmental Commission
February 5, 2020

The Annapolis Environmental Commission (AEC) held its regularly scheduled meeting on February 5, 2020 at 
145 Gorman Street in Conference 3.  Chair Buchheister called the meeting to order at 7:00p.m.

Members Present: Chair Buchheister, Vice Chair Giblin, Turgeon, O’Leary, Stephenson, Bohanan
Murphy

Members Absent: Rowel

Staff Present: J. Guild, R. Hodo, S. Smith, Dr. S. Nash, E. Borchers

Guest Present: Diane Butler, Heidi Rothenhaus, Alderman Savidge, Karen Jennings,
Alderwoman Tierney, Jeremy Hanson

II. REGULAR BUSINESS BEFORE THE COMMISSION

A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

1. January 8, 2020 Meeting Minutes
Mr. Turgeon moved approval of the January 8, 2020 meeting minutes as revised. Vice-Chair Giblin 
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously in a vote of 5-0.  (Stephenson abstained from 
the vote and Bohanan not present at vote.)

B. INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS

1. Plastic Bag Ban
Alderman Savidge explained that the City’s plastic bag ban efforts are gaining momentum and added 
that the State also has a plastic bag ban legislation however, he believes the City’s ban is stronger than
what the State is proposing. He briefly discussed his proposal for a ban on all plastic check out bags 
from any retailers; a fee on paper bags of .20 (.10 to grocer and .10 to City for administrative 
costs/educational efforts to be placed in the Watershed Restoration Fund) and a requirement that the 
paper contain 40% post-consumer recycled content. The proposal does not include dog bags because 
they are not given at point of sale. The penalties will be the same as that of the Styrofoam ban, $100 for
initial violation and $200 for second violation and OEP will be the enforcement agency. He hopes to 
receive feedback from the AEC so that he can move it forward to Council.

2 Comprehensive Plan Update Discussion
Dr. Nash provided a hard copy of the 2009 Comprehensive Plan for AEC review. She stated that the 
City is updating the 2009 plan and added that the hope is to build on the work of the 2009 plan to 
determine what part of that plan was implemented. She explained that the intent of the December 2, 
2019 meeting of the Chairs of the Boards and Commissions was to solicit the types of goals to include 
in the Plan and the strategies to achieve these goals. She has also met with the Presidents of the Civic 
and Neighborhood Associations to solicit the types of goals they would like to see in the Plan. She 
concluded that the next step is to reconvene the Chairs of the Boards and Commissions chairs at a 
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February 20, 2020 meeting to discuss the goals they developed and there will be a combined meeting 
of all the stakeholders on April 30, 2020 where all the goals will be presented. Dr. Nash explained that 
the recently formed Nitty Gritty Committee will be tasked with filtering out the information that has been 
gathered thus far. She responded to questions regarding whether there will be a Greenway and 
Resiliency Plan included in the Comp. Plan. She distributed the preliminary draft of the identified assets
and resiliency goals and asked for AEC feedback. She discussed how climate change will be 
addressed in the Plan specifically the city identified its assets and the vulnerability of these assets to 
climate change to determine best way to protect these assets. Lastly, she discussed the time schedule 
is to receive all the goals before the April 30, 2020 meeting.

3. Resiliency Roadmap Development and AEC Input
The AEC deferred this agenda item.

III. OLD BUSINESS

A. Follow-up from January 8, 2020 – D. Jarrell Food Waste
Ms. Guild said that there was a House Bill that addresses food waste but Public Works has been 
exploring curbside composting for the City. The old Annapolis landfill site was being explored for a 
composting facility. 

B. Office of Environmental Policy Update – Programs, Legislation, Earth Day
Ms. Guild agreed to follow up on the Bates oil spill. She reported on the GreenVest progress on the 
stormwater management projects specifically are finalizing the assessment and design proposal the 
Back Creek project. Ms. Butler added that the Eco Action Committee will be applying for a grant from 
Chesapeake Bay Trust for invasives removal work in the Jones Cove. 

Ms. Guild asked for ideas for Earth Day. She will be working with Mitchell Stephenson on the Earth Day
event and this year’s idea is to not just do an earth day event but an earth day month event with each 
week having a specific theme.

Ms. Hodo has been putting together the application for a Bird City Maryland designation and part of the 
application process needs to determine a World Migratory Bird Day event. She reported on her review 
of the BGE charging stations parking spots and found that 36% of the time the spots were occupied by 
vehicles that were not electric vehicles. To address this issue, OEP developed an “Oops, you have 
parked in a spot that is reserved for an electric vehicle” card to place on the windshield of the violating 
vehicle. Ms. Guild added that she is still working with BGE to install charging stations at the Gotts 
garage, Visitor Center, Westin and Bay Ridge shopping center. Ms. Hodo discussed the City’s FEMA 
Community Assistance Visit (CAV) in July 2019 and feedback was provided so she worked with Mr. 
Manassas to address the action items. She had a conference call with FEMA to go over the City’s 
responses to the action items and the initial thoughts were that they were satisfied with the responses. 
Mr. Murphy asked Ms. Hodo to find out if the County has a Community Service Rating (CSR) to which 
she agreed to follow up. 

C. AEC 2020 Priorities
The AEC deferred this agenda item to its March 4, 2020 meeting so that further discussion and 
research can be held. 

D. Updates from AEC Liaisons

1. Environmental Matters Committee
Vice-Chair Giblin did not attend the last EMC meeting.

2. Annapolis Conservancy Board
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Ms. Jennings of the Annapolis Conservancy Board provided background that the ACB’s function
is to manage conservation easements in the City; protect waterways; and create recreation 
connections and opportunities. She noted that the ACB has been working to implement a 
Greenway Infrastructure Plan for the City and as part of the process, ACB has been trying to 
identify open areas, forest and parcels for conservation. The hope is to put all the parcels 
identified into GIS layers so that the City can see what could be targeted for conservation.

Mr. Turgeon did not have anything to add since he did not attend the ACB January 9, 2020 
meeting. 

3. Comprehensive Plan
Chair Buchheister suggested establishing a AEC workgroup to assist Vice-Chair Giblin on the 
Comp. Plan and items to consider is Greenway Plan and Resiliency Plan, Stormwater 
Management and Tree Canopy. Chair Buchheister, Ms. Bohanan and Ms. Stephenson agreed 
to assist Mr. Giblin in the goal preparation for the February 20, 2020 meeting.

4. Waterways Cabinet
Chair Buchheister explained that the Waterways Cabinet met and receive updates from the 
Department Heads and Dr. Nash on the Comp Plan. She added that Mr. Trader also mentioned 
that he would like to get the kids in the parks, nature and wildlife. It was also noted that the Spa 
Creek Conservancy wanted to assist Mr. Trader in this effort. Mr. Murphy said that there should 
be more Urban Gardens on the abandoned properties on Clay Street. There were updates at th 
meeting on Brewer Hill Cemetery and No Discharge Zone. Chair Buchheister noted that the 
trails at Waterworks Park appear to not be access friendly and asked staff to look into why it is 
not accessible. 

5. Resiliency Work Group
This was discussed under agenda Item 2. 

6. Development Project Tracker
Ms. Bohanan noted that the AEC submitted comments on the Kiddie Academy but it has not 
been heard by the Planning Commission yet. Ms. Hodo added that moving forward the project 
list updates will only include two copies for use at the meeting. The AEC reviewed the 
development project listing and several questions were asked of staff of specific projects.

7. Historic Preservation Commission
There was no report.

8. SRA, Spa Creek Creek and Arundel Rivers
There was no report. Mr. O’Leary agreed to be a part of this group.

IV. NEW BUSINESS

A. AEC Comprehensive Plan Study
Chair Buchheister asked for volunteers to assist with the summit.

B. City Demand for AEC Performance Evaluation
The AEC discussed the request for AEC performance evaluation and believed that this did not apply to 
the AEC. Ms. Smith responded that it is the Office of Law’s opinion that this applies to all Boards and 
Commissions.

C. General Announcements
There was none.
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V. ADJOURNMENT

With there being no further business, Vice-Chair Giblin moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:16pm.
Ms. Stephenson seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously in a vote of 7-0.

The next AEC meeting is Wednesday, March 4, 2020 at 7:00pm at 145 Gorman Street. 

Tami Hook, Recorder




