
The Annapolis Education Commission held its regularly scheduled monthly meeting on 
Monday, February 3, 2020 at Hillsmere Elementary School in Annapolis, MD. Chair Macris 
called the meeting to order at 6:04pm.

Commissioners Present: Chair Macris, Griffin, Vice Chair Collison-Lee, Booth, Golder, Ellis, 
Pachler

Commissioners Absent: Cortez, Finlayson, Norman, Starkes

AACPS Staff Present: Jolyn Davis, Bob Mosier, Kim Terry (Hillsmere ES Principal)

City of Annapolis Staff Present:

Guest Present:

I. Hillsmere Elementary School Background by Kim Terry
a. School Improvement focus: increase the percentage of students, families, staff 

and partners who report feeling like a valuable member of the school and 
increase the number of students in grades 3-5 who meet or exceed expectations 
on standardized reading, language arts, and math assessments

b. Great sense of community
c. The building is 53 years old and has had zero renovations, but a new school will 

be built
d. Will move from 2 half-day pre-K classes to 1 full-day class next year
e. Restorative practice school
f. STEM EEE school

i. All students K-5 go to STEM one hour per week
ii. Project-based learning

g. 419 students
i. 64% White
ii. 17% Black
iii. 14% Hispanic
iv. 4% Multi-racial
v. 1% Asian
vi. 8% ELL
vii. 28% FARMS

h. 52 staff members
i. 19 classroom teachers
ii. 1 Kindergarten General Education TA
iii. 2.5 SpEd
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iv. 1 SpEd TA
v. 1 School Psychologist
vi. 1 Literacy Teacher
vii. 1 School counselor
viii. Largest class is 26 students

i. PBIS Kids club
i. Rotating student membership on a quarterly basis

j. School has received the plan for the new school building
i. Building will be closer to St. Anne’s
ii. Students will not be displaced
iii. Partial two level building
iv. Capacity will slightly increase

II. Approval of January Minutes
a. Vice Chair Collison-Lee moved to approve the January 2020 minutes as 

distributed
i. Motion carried unanimously, minutes are approved as distributed

III. Public Testimony
a. Ms. Mary Johnson

i. Ms. Johnson thanked Mr. Mosier for helping with student transportation
ii. There is an ongoing concern with bus stop safety from Bell Drive to Mills-

Parole Elementary
b. Mr. Andre Atkins

i. President of Eastport Harbor House Tenant Association
ii. Not all elementary school students within the development are able to 

take the school bus
iii. Concerned about the dangers of young students walking

1. There is not a continuous sidewalk along the route to the school
iv. Ms. Pachler added that improving attendance and tardiness are two of 

the top priorities for Eastport Elementary School
v. Chair Macris asked Mr. Atkins to voice concerns in a letter to be directed 

to the Board of Education
vi. There is a precedent for making an exception to the county rule
vii. Ms. Booth suggested that the commission consider making a resolution to

lower the transportation radius for Title I schools
viii. Ms. Pachler added that since this is a city commission we can advocate 

to the City transportation department to help with the public bus schedule 
to accommodate student needs

ix. Ms. Booth added that students that arrive to school late because of long 
walks no longer have a crossing guard when they cross Forest Drive to 
AMS

IV. Discussion: Ward 6 issues



a. Chair Macris shared an overview of the cluster schools
b. As of today, Annapolis High School has 2,120 students which is over the state-

rated capacity of 2,086
c. Ms. Pachler added that Ward 6 is the highest poverty concentration in the city 

and may be the highest number of public school students
d. Tyler Heights Elementary School: 89.5% FARMS and Limited English Proficiency

67.5%
e. Chair Macris shared the Hillsmere Elementary School proficiency gap data
f. Ms. Pachler shared that Title I school classrooms are supposed to be at 80% 

capacity so these schools are all near capacity
g. Ms. Grace Mathews shared her concern that black students are falling behind
h. Ms. Golder shared that there was safety incident at Annapolis Middle School
i. Ms. Tobin shared that Crofton High School was built because the community 

made noise and advocated for it
j. Ms. Ellis restated the idea to bring a charter school into the cluster
k. Ms. Golder and Ms. Pachler voiced concern over Panther Hour and I and I time 

being discontinued

V. Old Business

VI. New Business/Announcements

a. Ms. Pachler proposed the following resolution: The AEC requests that the 
Board of Education and AACPS reduce the bus transportation radius for 
Title I schools and middle school equivalents in the Annapolis cluster to 
address the tardiness, truancy, safety, and achievement gap issues 
prevalent at these schools.

i. Motion passed unanimously, so resolved
b. Ms. Pachler proposed the following resolution: The AEC requests that the City 

of Annapolis put forth the efforts and resources necessary to ensure safe, 
efficient, transportation for all Annapolis Title 1 and middle and high school
equivalent students to and from school in the manners under city control, 
including, but not limited to, the public bus transportation, sidewalks, 
street safety measures, and crossing guards, to address the safety, 
tardiness, truancy, and achievement gap issues prevalent at these schools.

i. Motion passed unanimously, so resolved
c. Ms. Pachler proposed the following resolution: The AEC requests that the 

Board of Education, AACPS, and the City of Annapolis provide additional 
social and counseling support to the displaced students moved from 
Newtowne 20 at the schools affected by these moves, and that all students 
be allowed to stay at their current schools for at least the rest of the school
year.

i. Motion passed unanimously, so resolved
d. Vice Chair Collison-Lee took a signup for transportation subcommittee members



e. Ms. Pachler shared a concern from Ms. Norman about the proposed new board 
of education ethics policy

i. Item 6.05 on the Wednesday Board of Education minutes
ii. Those opposed can give testimony in person or by email for the next 

Board meeting
1. Email Boardoffice@aacps.org

VII. Adjournment
a. Vice Chair Collison-Lee moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:49pm.

i. Motion seconded
ii. Motion passed unanimously

The next meeting of the Annapolis Education Commission will be Monday, March 2, 2020 at 
6:00pm at Annapolis High School.

Respectfully submitted,

Brianna Griffin, Secretary




