
Citizens Committee to Review Alcoholic Beverage Laws (CCRABL) 
Meeting Minutes 

 
Truxtun Recreation Center 

Meeting Room 3 
February 23, 2010 

7:00 PM to 8:30 PM 

 
Committee Members :  
Whitney Chellis, Chair 
Brian Cahalan 
John Giannetti 

Jerry Hardesty 
Lynne Jones 
Valerie Miller 

Sean O'Neill 
Gilbert Renaut 
Denise Worthen 

 
Committee Resource Members: 
Charles Grayston, Vice Chair 
Mark Seidel 
 
City Staff: Parties of Interest: 
Sally Nash Alderwoman Hoyle  
Jacqui Rouse 1 additional member of the public 
 
 
General Notes: 
The Chair opened the meeting, stating that the purpose of that night’s meeting was to introduce 
ourselves, to discuss the role of the committee, and to choose future meeting dates including a 
public hearing date.  She also announced that Charles Graystone, Chair of the Alcoholic Control 
Board, had agreed to act as Vice Chair of the committee. Chris Fox has indicated his desire to 
withdraw from the committee, which will require a replacement member. 
 
The Chair expressed her desire to have the process be open and transparent. That it is important 
that the committee reach out to the larger community. The Chair advised the committee that the 
meetings of the ABLC are open to the public, and if time allows at the end of the meetings that 
the public will be invited to address the committee.  
 
The Chair advise that the City Council will hold its public hearing on O-27-09 (2 AM) on March 
22, 2010, and encouraged the committee members to attend the hearing, or listen to it on 
Channel 100, or visit the City web site on where the Council hearing will be posted the following 
day (March 23). 
 
The committee reviewed the backup materials and it was noted that the City has created a 
website devoted to the committee. Agendas, meeting minutes should be posted on the website 
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within 2-3 days following the committee meeting. A schedule of important events will also be 
posted including the schedule of public hearings associated with the committee’s task. The web 
site is accessed through the Department of Planning and Zoning’s website at: 
http://www.ci.annapolis.md.us/info.asp?page=15065. 
 
The Chair led a discussion regarding the tasks of the committee, review of R-73-09.  Which is 
specific to the review of; “alcoholic beverage laws, including the limit on 2 AM licenses and 
the recent increases in alcoholic beverage license fees.” Some brainstorming occurred which 
included a desire to include the review of transfers of licenses; the renewal process; zoning; 
enforcement; and coordination between the ABC and the Annapolis Police Department (APD), if 
the committee determines through the process to be appropriate.   
 
Other discussion items included: 

Concern on how to limit the scope of the committee, and create a specific set of 
recommendation that are concise. 
 
Fairness of fees—allowing the payment of fees in installments and adjusting them per the 
size of the establishment and amount of sales, 
 
Some member’s desire to protecting the rights of existing 2 AM license-holders and the 
reliance those license holders had on the grandfathering provided in the WO Sector Study 
(1993) with the acknowledgement that the WO Sector Study is 17 years old and that the 
committee is specifically tasked with revisiting that issue (R-73-09). 

 
 Breaking down the issues (and the final report) into three categories—zoning issues, 

licensing issues, and enforcement issues, recognizing that these are inter-related. 
 
The committee agreed to meet Tuesdays at 6:00 PM. The committee agreed to meet once a week 
for the next five weeks to be able to generate an interim report by April 1, 2010 (due date).  
Subsequent to that the committee will revisit if we need to continue to meet once a week.   
 
Staff is going to investigate setting up a Face book page or a Yahoo discussion page so that the 
committee can share ideas during the week. Consensus that whatever it is it must be limited to 
ABLC committee members ONLY. 
 
The committee discussed the possibility of a public hearing in late April or early May, depending 
on the availability of the City Council Chambers. 
 
At the end of the meeting, the Chairwoman asked for suggestions for the next meeting.  There 
was a consensus that the committee needs to have some back ground information and have a 
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brief overview of some issues. A more in depth presentation on these issues will most likely be 
requested for a later meeting. The committee requested to hear four 15-minute presentations on 
the following topics: Zoning and Liquor Licenses; Licensing by the ABCB; Enforcement 
Background from the Police Department; and Background on the Ward One Sector Study. 
   
The Chairwoman also asked for any suggestions for additional stakeholders.  The ABA and the 
Maryland Avenue Association were mentioned, and there was a request for staff to gather 
information on existing community groups in the City in order to include as many of them as 
possible.  Staff will also check with the alderman/women for suggestions.  The Chair will draft a 
short letter to all the stakeholders introducing the committee and encouraging participation in the 
process, and include scheduled public hearing dates. 
 
The Committee requested more information on the following items: 
 

The Ward I Sector Study, especially background information. 
 
Information on the powers of the Alcoholic Control Board and information on where the 
money from liquor licensing fees goes 
 
Information on the types of enforcement the police can/does take 

 
THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT 8:30 
 
Action Items: 
Draft interim Report DUE APRIL 1(All)- More details regarding the interim report and what will 
be required are forthcoming from the City Clerk’s office. (P&Z follow up) 
 
Organize/Contact presenters for next meeting-(P&Z) 
Locate testimony from WO Sector Study (P&Z) 
Contact information for community groups and additional stakeholders (P&Z) 
Draft notice of ABLC to community groups and stakeholders (Whitney) 
Facebook setup for ABLC only (P&Z) 
Replacement committee member (City Council) 
 
Next Meeting: 
The next meeting for the committee will be held on March 2, 2010 at 6:00pm at the Truxtun 
Park Recreation Center, Meeting Room 3.   
 
Draft Agenda:15-minute presentations on the following topics:  
Zoning and Liquor Licenses and Background on the Ward One Sector Study (P&Z/Citizens?) 
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Licensing by the ABCB; (P&Z Staff) 
Enforcement Background from the Police Department; and (APD) 
Schedule of Public Hearings: 
March 22 7:00 PM -City Council (O-27-2010) 
April 12 7:00 PM City Council- Interim Report 
April 29 7:00 PM- ABLC City Council Chambers (R-73-09) 
July 19  7:00 PM-ABLC City Council –Final Report 
 
 
END 


